Children have the right to grow up

free from gun violence.

• Firearms are the leading cause of death for children in Illinois.7
• More than 34,000 Illinoisans have been deemed unsafe to own a gun. Nearly 80% may still be armed.13
• Illinois has the 9th highest rate of gun homicides in the country. Of all homicides in Illinois, 80% involve a gun,
compared to 73% nationally.15
• The Aurora Henry Pratt shooter used an illegally-owned handgun. SB 1966 closes the background check loophole the
shooter used to buy and keep the gun.

Pass the BIO BIll to Fix the FOID

SB 1966
 Requires background checks for all gun sales, including by private sellers, curbing the flow of guns into
the illegal secondary market. Combining a strong gun licensing system with background checks on all
gun sales is proven to decrease gun violence 40% in states that implement these two measures.9

 Requires applicants for FOID cards to submit fingerprints to spot dishonest applicants.
 Reduces the risk of people who become prohibited after obtaining a FOID card from later using their
card to purchase firearms.

Illegal intrastate gun trafficking is 48%
lower in states that require background
checks for private handgun sales.1

SUPPORT SB 1966
Sponsors: Julie A. Morrison • Elgie R. Sims, Jr. • Jacqueline Y. Collins, Patricia Van Pelt, Ram Villivalam, Laura Fine,
Ann Gillespie, Iris Y. Martinez, Antonio Muñoz, Robert Peters, Cristina Castro, Mattie Hunter, Laura M. Murphy

SUPPORTERS INCLUDE OVER 170 ORGANIZATIONS IN THE Illinois Gun Violence Prevention COALITION
Requiring a point-of-sale background check for all gun sales, including
those by an unlicensed seller.

Amending the Mental Health Reporting Fund (a fund receiving
money from Concealed Carry License Fees)
• Any surplus funds beyond what is necessary for compliance shall be
allocated annually in equal parts to community-based mental health
services aimed at reducing gun violence and school-based mental
health grants.

• Under current law, an unlicensed seller must only verify that a prospective
buyer has a valid FOID Card, but there is no requirement that a background
check be conducted at the time of the sale. SB 1966 would require that
unlicensed sales be facilitated by a licensed gun dealer and include a
background check.
• The bill includes commonsense exceptions for law enforcement, gunsmiths,
loans for shooting at a range or hunting, transfers through an estate, and
buyback programs.
• Requiring a background check for every gun sale is the foundation of a
strong and effective gun violence prevention policy and a valuable tool to
help reduce illegal firearm trafficking. For example, a 2009 study found
intrastate gun trafficking was 48% lower in cities in states that regulated
unlicensed handgun sales.1

• Clarifies that mental health reporting includes reporting to the National
Instant Criminal Background Check System (NICS.)

Requiring action by Illinois State Police (ISP) to remove guns once
a FOID Card is revoked
• Create ISP led task force with mandated ISP enforcement, prioritizing
certain “clear and present danger” revocations. Task Fund for the task
force to come from and funded by the Revocation Enforcement Fund.
• Require ISP to send out revocation notices within 7 business days.
• Require Firearm Disposition Records to be filled out by firearm transferees.

Modernizing the FOID Act

• Current enforcement of the FOID revocation law is extremely lax. According
to ISP, in 2018, 10,818 FOID cards were revoked but only 2,616 Firearm
Disposition Records were received and only 3,469 FOID cards were
returned to law enforcement.6

• Reducing the FOID Card duration from 10 years to 5 years. Only one other
state has a license to purchase firearms that is valid for so long.2
• Shorter license durations, coupled with other measures like in-person
applications and fingerprinting, are tied to lower levels of gun violence.3
• Shorter license durations also require persons seeking to purchase firearms
to undergo background checks more often, enabling the licensing system to
reduce the risk of people who become prohibited after obtaining a FOID card
from later using their card to purchase firearms.

Improving information sharing and enforcement
• Create the Law enforcement Prohibited Persons Portal so that revocation
information can be available in real time to law enforcement entities.
• ISP must make effort to have the portal available on Law Enforcement
Automated Data System (LEADS.)

Requiring FOID applicants to submit fingerprints as part of their application
• Requiring that FOID applicants submit fingerprints will help ensure that an
accurate criminal history can be ascertained at the time of the application.4

Improving In-Court Enforcement
• Update both bail and conviction sections to enumerate when revocations
are required and account for new Firearm Disposition Records
requirements, the new transfer provisions that were included in the
Firearm Restraining Orders Act, and the new universal background
check provisions.

• Including fingerprints as part of a purchaser application, has shown to be
effective at reducing gun violence.For example, Connecticut’s Permit to
Purchase handgun licensing system, which requires an in-person application,
fingerprinting, and safety training, and limits the validity of the license to
only 5 years, was linked to a 40% reduction in gun homicides during the
first 10 years of implementation.5
• Caps the live scan fingerprint vendor price to $30.

40%

When Connecticut passed a law requiring background checks for a purchase
permit and at the point of sale, gun homicides dropped by 40%.5
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