Illinois Fingerprint-based
Background Checks for FOID cards

Every workplace should be free from the fear of gun violence. The BIO Bill (SB 1966) takes
common sense steps to keep employees and customers in workplaces safe by stopping people
who cannot pass a background check from obtaining or possessing a firearm. Combining
a strong gun licensing system with background checks on all gun sales is proven to
decrease gun violence by 40% in states that implement these two measures.1

1. BACKGROUND CHECKS ON
ALL GUN SALES

2. REMOVING ILLEGAL GUNS
ONCE A FOID CARD IS REVOKED

The BIO Bill (SB 1966) requires that all gun sales, including those
by an unlicensed (private) dealer, be facilitated by a licensed
gun dealer and include a background check for every sale.

Empowering law enforcement to remove the guns from
a person who cannot pass a background check and
has had their FOID card revoked.

More information about expanding Background Checks:

More information about removing illegal guns:

• Under current law, an unlicensed seller must only verify that
a prospective buyer has a valid FOID Card, but there is no
requirement that a background check be conducted at the
time of the sale.

• The BIO Bill creates ISP led task force with mandated
ISP enforcement, prioritizing certain “clear and
present danger” revocations. Task force will be
funded by the Revocation Enforcement Fund.

• The bill includes commonsense exceptions for law
enforcement, gunsmiths, loans for shooting at a range or
hunting, transfers through an estate, and buyback programs.

• Requires Illinois State Police to send out revocation
notices within 7 business days and requires Firearm
Disposition Records to be filled out by firearm
transferees.

• Requiring a background check for every gun sale is the
foundation of a strong and effective gun violence prevention
policy and a valuable tool to help reduce illegal firearm
trafficking. For example, a 2009 study found intrastate gun
trafficking was 48% lower in cities in states that regulated
unlicensed handgun sales.2

• Current enforcement of the FOID revocation law is
extremely lax. According to ISP, in 2018, 10,818 FOID
cards were revoked but only 2,616 Firearm Disposition
Records were received and only 3,469 FOID cards
were returned to law enforcement.3

WHO SUPPORTS COMMON SENSE WORKPLACE SAFETY MEASURES?

81%

81% of
Illinoisans
support
expanding
background
checks to all
gun sales4

88%

88% of
Illinois
residents
support
fingerprint
at time of
application8

Henry Pratt Company Aurora Shooting
On February 15th, 2019 a disgruntled former employee of the Henry Pratt
Company entered the Henry Pratt Plant armed with an illegally-owned
handgun and killed five of his former coworkers, injured another and then
died in a shootout with law enforcement.
• The Bio Bill closes the loopholes that allowed the shooter at the Henry Pratt Company to illegally obtain and keep his firearms.
• During the fingerprinting and background check process to obtain a Conceal and Carry License (CCL), it was discovered
that the shooter had a felony conviction. Once this felony conviction was discovered, the offender's CCL was rejected
and his FOID Card was revoked by the Illinois State Police.5
• Even with a felony conviction, the shooter able to buy another weapon using his FOID card. He was able to keep both his
weapons and FOID card as law enforcement only notified him of the revocation but did not confiscate the weapons.6

The BIO Bill will make
sure every gun sale goes
through a background
check at the time of sale
- not just for FOID card
applications.
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The BIO Bill will make sure that guns
and FOID cards are removed after a
FOID card is revoked. This will account
for the 34,000 people who have had
their FOID Card and guns revoked,
80% of which are unaccounted for.7
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