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What is a Firearms Restraining Order (FRO)? 
The Firearm Restraining Order (FRO) is an Illinois law that went into effect 
on January 1 of 2019. The law allows family members, household members, 
and law enforcement to work with courts and obtain a civil order to 
temporarily remove guns from individuals who pose a significant risk of 
harm to themselves or others. The FRO is another tool in the tool box to 
reduce violence by removing lethal means from someone who is exhibiting 
dangerous behaviors. 
Illinois’ FRO law was established in response to rising rates of suicide and 
domestic violence homicide both in Illinois and nationally, as well as the 
increased frequency of mass shootings. 
The law is not effective unless people are informed and empowered to use it. 
Implementation in Illinois has been inconsistent due to a lack of awareness 
that the law exists. 
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Across the country other 
laws like Illinois’ FRO  
have been implemented 
with success: 
•  Mass shootings: A study 

published in the Annals of 
Internal Medicine looked at 
orders in San Diego issued 
between 2016 and 2018 from 
across the state of California, 
and found 21 cases that 
disarmed potential mass 
shooters.1

•  Hate Crimes: Authorities in 
Washington State used their 
state’s extreme risk law to 
disarm the leader of a violent 
neo-Nazi hate group training to 
wage a “race war.” 2

•  Suicides: Researchers analyzed 
how many suicides would likely 
be averted by limiting access 
to guns through risk warrants in 
Connecticut, and estimated that 
for every 10-20 risk warrants 
issued, one life is saved. 3

EDUCATE 
OFFICERS & PUBLIC

COLLECT 
& ANALYZE DATA

ENHANCE 
PROTECTIONS

FROFirearm 
Restraining 

Order

HB3483 A BILL TO STRENGTHEN 

HB3483 as amended strengthens the Firearm Restraining Order 
(FRO) by correcting oversights in the original law and assisting in 
implementation by promoting awareness and education. The bill: 
•  Provides that the Department of Public Health shall conduct a  

program to promote awareness of the FRO to the general public. 
•  Provides that the Illinois Law Enforcement Training Standards Board 

shall develop and approve a standard curriculum for a training program 
for officers on the Firearms Restraining Order.

•  Amends issues in the original Act: 
 •  Provides that a FRO includes the seizure of the respondent’s 

ammunition, so as to avoiding leaving a respondent in an illegal 
posture by having ammunition on hand without possession of a valid 
FOID card. Also includes the seizure of firearm parts that could be 
assembled to make an operable firearm. 

 •  Provides that “family member of the respondent” includes people 
with a child in common, consistent with the existing interpretation 
of the statute by the Illinois Conference of Chief Circuit Judges as 
well as former spouses, who are often the victims of threatening or 
violent conduct involving firearms. 

 •  Provides that a petition for a FRO may be filed in any county 
where an incident occurred that involved the respondent posing an 
immediate and present danger, rather than exclusively in the county 
where the respondent resides. 

 •  Provides that the Illinois State Police shall submit a yearly report 
to the General Assembly concerning the issuance of firearms 
restraining orders.

 •  Creates a Commission appointed by the Director of the Illinois State 
Police to advise on strategies of education and implementation of 
the FRO and create a model policy with an overall framework for the 
timely relinquishment of firearms when a FRO is issued.
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