
Combating Illegal Gun Trafficking Act 

THE PROBLEM

Gun dealers are a critical link between gun 
manufacturers and the public. They are also 
one of the largest sources of illegally trafficked 
firearms in the nation. Research shows increased 
regulation of dealers to prevent illegal gun 
purchases has been associated with a 64% 
decrease in the number of guns used in crimes 
that can be traced back to a gun dealer. 

Despite evidence linking unregulated gun 
dealers to illegally trafficked firearms, there is 
no federal criminal statute for gun trafficking, 
which places the burden of enforcement on 
individual states. Moreover, the mandate to 
obtain a license to sell firearms is vague—many 
individuals who routinely sell firearms are not 
federally-licensed and thus are not required to 
adhere to federal background check laws.

THE SOLUTION

The Combating Illegal Gun Trafficking Act became an 
Illinois law on January 18, 2019. This law created a firearm 
dealer license certification process, which requires all 
federal firearm license holders (FFLs) in Illinois to be 
certified. The certification is issued by the Illinois State 
Police (ISP) and requires that sellers:

 Conduct background checks for all gun store 
employees;

 Provide at least two hours of training annually for 
employees on applicable laws and responsible 
business practices; and,

 Have video surveillance and alarm systems on 
premise at retail locations to prevent thefts.

The law requires that dealers renew their certification with 
ISP when they renew their FFL. Further, certified dealers 
must enter a record of any firearm purchase within 24 
hours of the transaction.

HOW DOES THE LAW MAKE ILLINOIS SAFER?

Illegal guns drive gun violence in Illinois. In 2019, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms (ATF) traced 15,486 crime 
guns recovered by law enforcement in Illinois. Of these, 53% were recovered in Chicago (8,203). Statewide, of guns where 
the origin state could be traced, half of all crime guns recovered were initially sold out of state. Many, if not most, of these 
guns were originally purchased at licensed gun dealers. While many gun dealers abide by state and federal laws, research 
has shown that 40% of crime guns recovered by law enforcement in Chicago come from Illinois gun dealers. 

The Combating Illegal Gun Trafficking Act requires more sellers to become licensed as gun dealers, which will reduce 
the number of sales conducted by sellers not subject to Illinois certification requirements for selling firearms. Over time, 
these more comprehensive requirements will ensure safer business practices to limit straw purchases as well as theft 
and loss of firearms from gun stores, contributing to a safer firearm dealer system in Illinois.
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