Ban Assault Weapons and Large-Capacity Magazines In Illinois

Assault weapons are designed to enact maximum destruction, making it easier for shooters to kill more people,
more quickly. The availability of these lethal weapons turns all of our communities into potential war zones, and we
must demand action to keep all of our neighborhoods across Illinois safe.

THE PROBLEM
In the absence of a federal assault weapons ban, use of highpowered assault rifles for criminal purposes has proliferated in
many Illinois communities. Assault weapons are firearms
designed for offensive attack, not self-defense, and are designed
to injure and kill large numbers of people quickly and efficiently.
Assault weapons manufactured for the civilian market, equipped
with detachable large-capacity ammunition magazines, are
virtually identical to their military counterparts designed for the
battlefield. The unique design features of semiautomatic assault
weapons and the large-capacity magazines that feed them,
allow the shooter to shoot hundreds of bullets in seconds
and efficiently kill as many people as possible in the shortest
amount of time available. In fact, increased lethality is the exact
purpose for which these weapons were designed.1

Spot the difference.

KEY FACTS ABOUT ASSAULT
WEAPONS AND LARGECAPACITY MAGAZINES
•

Assault weapons make mass shootings
in Illinois more deadly.

•

Handguns are easily concealable and
magazine attachments can turn legal
handguns into military-style assault
weapons designed to enact maximum
destruction within seconds.

•

Large-capacity magazines are appealing
to shooters because of their ability to
convert handguns into lethal machine
guns and fire 20 shots in a single second.

•

Shooters using large-capacity magazines
can fire at large numbers of people
without taking the time to reload. Those
in the line of fire do not have a chance to
escape, law enforcement does not have
the chance to intervene, and the number
of lives shattered by acts of gun violence
increases dramatically.

•

Large-capacity magazines have been
used in all ten of the deadliest mass
shootings in the last decade.

•

In 2016 and 2017, assault weapons
were responsible for the deaths of 1 in
5 law enforcement officers killed in the
line of duty. Read more here.

Handguns can easily
become assault weapons.
It doesn’t have to be this way.
It’s time to

#HaltTheAssault in Illinois

There is no reason for assault rifles, assault pistols, assault shotguns and large-capacity magazines to be sold on the
civilian market. Nevertheless, these weapons have become a primary and profitable sales focus for the gun industry.
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THE SOLUTION

EVIDENCE

Illinois gun violence is preventable. Illinois lawmakers have an
opportunity to save lives by passing a ban on assault weapons
and large-capacity magazines as soon as possible.

Studies suggest that state level assault weapons bans
help to prevent mass shooting deaths.3

We’re calling on lawmakers in Springfield to #HaltTheAssault
and:
•

Ban the sale and possession of new assault weapons and
require current owners of assault weapons to register their
weapons with the state police.

•

Ban the sale and possession of large-capacity magazines
(LCMs.)2

•

Seven states and the District of Columbia have enacted laws
banning assault weapons. Nine states and the District of
Columbia have enacted laws banning large-capacity
ammunition magazines. Illinois can — and must — be next.

Illinois lawmakers have no time to waste. Lives are on the
line, now is the time to ban these dangerous weapons before
we lose anyone else to this preventable gun violence crisis
sweeping our state.

The use of assault weapons in crime declined by 70%
nine years after the 1994 Assault Weapons Ban took
effect, according to a study conducted for the Justice
Department.
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE.

Bans prevent diversion to the criminal market:
Researchers have been able to demonstrate that the
federal assault weapons ban prevented mass shootings
and decreased the diversion of assault weapons to
criminal use, despite limitations in law which allowed
manufacturers to circumvent the regulations.
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE.

Since Congress chose to let the ban expire in 2004, the
use of assault weapons has skyrocketed, as has the
number of people shot, injured, and killed with them.
CLICK HERE TO READ MORE.

BY THE NUMBERS

48
There have been

38

mass shootings in
Illinois this year.

In Chicago alone, there have been

1
2
3

mass shootings, the
greatest number of
mass shootings of
any city in the U.S.

2/3

of U.S adults
support an assault
weapons ban.

In shootings where assault
weapons or high-capacity
magazines are used,

155%
more people are shot, and
47 percent more people are killed.
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